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evidently long and unremitting labor and research. And while 
they add nothing to the reach of our thought or the knowledge of 
fact on the subject, yet they do give us a clear, interesting and in- 
telligible view of the road over which the English people have passed, 
in their long pilgrimage of nearly a thousand years, from William 
of Normandy to Victoria of England. M. C. K. 



Short Studies in Evidence. By Irving Brown. Albany, N. 
Y. : Banks & Brothers. 1897. 

Mr. Irving Browne has collected into a single volume a number 
of papers on various topics under the law of evidence, which he has 
contributed at various times to the legal periodicals. No attempt 
has been made to produce a new work on the law of evidence ; the 
twelve papers are entirely disconnected and are not even arranged 
in logical order of sequence. The title gives no idea of the contents 
and we can do no better than give the separate headings of the 
essays : Practical Tests in Evidence ; Theology on the Witness- 
Stand ; Evidence of Declarations and Reputations as to Private 
Boundaries ; Parol Evidence to Add a Warranty to a Written Sale ; 
Parol Admission of Contents of a Writing ; Degrees of Secondary 
Evidence ; Unofficial Entries by Third Persons ; The ' ' Excess and 
Deficiency Clause ' ' in Bills of Lading ; Of the Disqualification of 
Parties as Witnesses ; Testimony of Parties on Criminal Prosecu- 
tion ; Parol Evidence in Respect to Writings Under the Statute of 
Frauds ; Self-Serving Declarations. Many of these articles were 
written years ago, one as early as 1857, and great improvement 
could have been made in the practical value of the volume had 
some notes been added containing recent cases. Some of the 
"studies " are very entertaining, notably the first: Practical Tests 
in Evidence, and the eight hundred cases cited are of use as point- 
ing to certain line of cases. The volume is ordinary size, contain- 
ing 250 pages, and has appended a table of cases and index. 

/. F. B. A. 



Selected Cases on the Law of Property in Land. By W. 
A. Finch, Professor of Law in Cornell University College of Law. 
New York : Baker, Voorhis & Co. 1898. 

This work, as the preface informs us, " contains a classified 
selection of cases on the topics usually taught in our law schools in 
the course on " Real Property," and, as evidenced by the omission 
of head notes from the cases, is intended for use in those schools. 

The analysis of the subject, and the classification of the cases are 
both excellent, though Chapter 3, of Part III. would seem to be super- 
fluous in view of Chapters 3 and 4 of Part IV., which contain the 
same titles, illustrated by the same cases. The system of cross 
references by which one report of a case is utilized to illustrate 
several different topics seems a good one in view of the space limita- 
tion imposed by the author upon himself, though it may be that in 
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practice it will confuse the young student, and tend to foster his 
natural propensity to stray off into the by-paths of dicta. It is this 
very space limitation, however, which detracts most from the value 
of the work ; four hundred and twenty cases being manifestly in- 
adequate to a proper development of the subject, even taking into 
account the cross references ; while the nicely balanced proportions 
of the several parts, and the symmetry of the work as a whole, 
negatives the idea that it was not intended to be complete in itself. 

Perhaps the most striking feature of the book, the subject con- 
sidered, is the paucity of English cases ; the author might almost 
have entitled his work " Selected American Cases," etc., for a close 
count reveals only twelve cases from the English reports. In vain 
one looks for the old landmarks, which for generations have 
guided the student through the mazes of the common law — for 
those " Leading Cases " which hold in solution whole epochs of 
legal learning; in place of Fletcher v. Ashburner is Craig v. 
Leslie ; and even the presence of Vane v. Lord Barnard hardly 
reconciles one to the absence of the Countess of Shrewsbury's 
case. This is a real fault in the work, for it destroys the historical 
prospective so necessary to a proper contemplation of the subject. 
No reason is given for this omission, but we think it is due to the 
initial fault of attempting to confine so broad a subject within such 
narrow limits. 

Though the author does not say so, it would appear from internal 
evidence that the work is intended primarily for the use of those 
students who expect to practice their profession in the state of New 
York, for more than one-third of the cases are taken from the reports 
of that state, and the notes contain copious references to the New 
York Code and Statutes, even when, as on page 711, the note is 
appended to a case from another state. The very compactness of 
the treatment, however, which, to the reviewer's mind, is responsi- 
ble for the faults noticed, will render the work useful, in the hands 
of a competent instructor, to those who have only a limited amount 
of time to devote to the subject. 

W. E. M. 



Taxation for State Purposes in Pennsylvania. By Frank 
Marshall Eastman. Philadelphia: Kay & Brother. 1898. 

The subject of taxation — always of interest, at least, to those upon 
whose shoulders the taxes fall as an unwelcome burden — has again 
become a subject-matter for fresh study and investigation as a war 
revenue becomes necessary, and new and untried adventures in 
government call for increased expenditures in many branches of the 
administration. Each state has its own system of raising funds to 
meet the local needs, and thus furnishes an object lesson to all its 
sister states as to the means and methods of so doing. In this way 
each state adds its quota to the general knowledge, and, therefore, 
every such book as this is valuable, inasmuch as it shows how the 



